
 

 

 

                    News from the Trust

       It’s been a year of ups and downs for the Trust. After a a year of ups and downs
        long wait we finally got into the former Berwick Unitedong wait we finally got into 
        Reformed Church, known by most locally as St Paul’s, known by most locally 
       Church, on 1st February. Our first objective was to make Church,Church, February. Our first objective was to make 

        sure that all parts of the building were safe for ourall parts of the building
      intended users. This took us over a month to achieve so

       we were finally pleased to welcome back into the Hall one finally pleased to 
       the previous users, the Thrive Fitness Zumba group. Over the previous users, the Thrive the previous users, the Thrive group. Over 
        the following weeks and months we have managed tothe following weeks and months we have the following weeks and months we have managed to
        build up a good number of differing groups that are using up a good number of differing groups using 
        all three parts of the building. And then we ran into major  all three partsall three parts f the building
        a problem, which I have mentioned before!

        Although we have managed to get the gas supply backAlthough we have managed to get the gas supplyAlthough we have managed to get the gas supply
        on for the Hall side of the building, we are still waiting for on for the Hall side of the buildingon for the Hall side of the building, we are still waiting for 
        the new supply to be installed into the Main Street side of the new supply to be installed into the the new supply to be installed into the 
        the building. Initially this wasn’t so bad as the outdoorg. Initially t
        temperature was high enough to heat the building. Not so                      temperaturetemperature was high enough to heat the building. No
       now with this very cold weather that is with us at thenow with this very cold weather

       moment. We can only use a certain number of electric heaters as too many trips the fuseboard. We         We can only use a certain of electric heaters as too many trips the 
        have had to buy some gas cabinet heaters to keep the inside temperature up. We would like tohave had to buy some gas cabinet heaters to keep the inside temperature up. 
       thank the groups using the front two rooms for their patience whilst we wait for the new gas supply thank the groups using the front two rooms for their patience whilst we wait for the new gas 

        to be installed. We haven’t got a date for this as yet, hopefully it will not be too long!

        Once we get into 2024, and it’s not that long now, we will need to focus on trying to raise the fundingOnce we get into 2024, and it’s not that long now, we will need to focus on trying to raise the funding
        to buy the building. This will take some time but it is a condition within our lease that we buy, or we will to buy the building we buy, or we will 
        have to hand the building back to the Church Synod. Fingers crossed, we will achieve our goal.

        For now though, we would like to thank you all for your continuing support in 2023 and we hope to seeFor now though, we would like to thank you all for your continuing 
       you at our Christmas Coffee Morning, details are on the poster.

        So, from the Trust……

                             (The reindeer seem happy, must be because Santa is stuck in the chimney!)

            SIT Contacts: 
     Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 330500      
                  mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk       
Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409       

                 mikegreener84@gmail.com          
  Website: www.spittal.org.uk

To avoid disappointment, please note 
that the deadline for the January 2024
            issue is December 20th.
   
Printed in Spittal

Follow us on:                      by      

Shunters on the Move
After 6 years in Spittal, Shunters are moving to larger premises, taking over the old J H Wood 
industrial unit on the East Ord Trading Estate. Outgoing owner Ian Nicholson explained that the move 
was part of the expansion plans of the business, and the new premises will enable the company to 
increase their storage offer and accommodate the growing fleet of vehicles.
Ian said “ We have enjoyed our time in Spittal, and we will miss the amazing view across the river to 
Berwick, but our landlord is selling our building and we have outgrown it anyway, so it’s time to move 
on. Shunters Ltd is now in it’s 43rd year of trading and is a Berwick institution, everyone has heard 
of Shunters! We have an impressive client list and the company will continue to grow but at the same 
time offer the same excellent service. The new owner Ryan Porteous and Operations Manager Will 
Douglas, understand the ethos of Shunters and how important the company is to Berwick, and will 
carry on the good work. The telephone numbers, e-mail and website all remain the same”.

Shunters Ltd specialise in house and commercial moves and provide a packing service and indoor 
storage. They also have regular runs up and down the country delivering and collecting auction 
purchases, family furniture and all manner of diverse objects on a part load basis. To contact 
Shunters, ring 01289 330472 or email them at info@shuntersltd.co.uk or have a look at their website 
at www.shuntersltd.co.uk



GARDENING NEWS
As we near Christmas the gardeners will be giving the gardens their final tidy up before the break.
Nearly 500 bulbs have been planted over the last couple of weeks and the flower beds in the park 
have had a tidy in readiness for the Christmas decorating to be done.

The Christmas trees should be delivered and set up by December 2nd to allow the branches to drop 
before the lights are put on. The new roses for the garden in Middle Street have arrived and will be 
planted soon, weather permitting! And, I hope you have enjoyed the poppy display once again. The 
making of most of the poppies were thanks to members of the Gardening Group. Well done.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone who supports our gardening work over the year. We do appreciate 
the donations to our events and for the plants passed on to us. We look forward to seeing you all next 
year.
A very happy Festive Season to you all.
Mau Watkins, Chair Gardening Group 

    

         

BERWICK
CONCERT BAND

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT
St John’s Church, Spittal

Sunday 10th December, 3pm
Admission £5

in aid of St John’s Church Boiler Fund
Tickets available at: www.eventbrite.co.uk

or Spittal Food Store and on the door


