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Berwick Skiffs Club

In the past couple of years there has been some 
interest in forming a Skiff Club in Berwick. So, 
you might ask, what is a Skiff? 
The success of the St Ayles Skiff has surprised 
everyone involved with the design since the 
first skiff took to the water in 2009. In addition 
to the UK, there are now skiffs in the USA, the 
Netherlands, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 
Spain and France. Such has been the success 
of the design, and the enthusiasm of the people 
rowing them, that the first “SkiffieWorlds” took 
place in Ullapool in July 2013. There were 
30 skiffs present, with rowers from the USA, 
Australia, the Netherlands, as well as England 
and Scotland. Until fairly recently, the St Ayles 
Skiffs in the UK have all been in Scotland 
and Northumberland.  There are now skiffs 
launched in Norfolk, 
Bristol, Devon, Worcester, Sussex, and 
Hampshire. So why not have one in Berwick!
So, if you are interested in forming a Berwick 
Skiff Club, come along to an informal meeting at 
2pm on Saturday 8th November in the Spittal 
Community Centre, Main Street, Spittal, TD15 
1QY. Light refreshments will be available.
If you are interested in this venture but are 
unable to come on the 8th November, please 
send your queries/ideas to berwickskiffclub@
gmail.com, and then we will keep you in the 
loop.

Poppies Galore

The Knit and Natter group have been busy 
recently preparing a poppy display for the 
Community Team at Berwick Tesco Superstore 
as a thank you for prize donations to Spittal 
Gardening Group. It will be installed in-store 
in the run up to this year’s Remembrance Day. 
The group previously created the displays 
seen at the front of the Community Centre and 
along at the War Memorial at Spa  Well. 
The group meets every Wednesday at the 
Aidan Room in the Community Centre from 
2pm - 4pm. Cost is £3 with Tea/Coffee and 
biscuits provided. 
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Children’s Learning Survey
  
Helping to identify children with learning 
disability
We are running a research project with Northumbria 
University in the local area. The project is looking at 
how accurate a short questionnaire is at identifying 
learning disability. As part of the project, assessment 
will be offered by a clinical psychologist. 
To take part, go to https://nupsych.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_3DEAJz76ECC5efQ
 
Project Information
 We would like to invite you and your child to take 
part in a project which is exploring how accurate a 
short screening questionnaire (the CAIDS-Q) is at 
identifying children with and without an intellectual 
disability. Children with an intellectual disability 
have significant difficulties with their understanding, 
learning and some day-to-day skills. This is called a 
learning disability or intellectual disability.
 
Some children and young people who have 
learning disability have to wait a long time for this 
to be identified and then fully investigated. In the 
meantime, they might miss out on support that could 
have helped them.
 
Who can take part?
 
You can take part if you:
Are aged 18 years or over;
Are able to give informed consent;
Have a child aged between 6 and 17 years
Live in the North East of England
 
We would like children with and without an 
intellectual disability to take part.
 
The study has been approved by the University 
Ethical Approval system (10698) at Northumbria 
University.
To find out more and to take part go to https://nupsych.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3DEAJz76ECC5efQ
 
If you have questions about the study, you can 
contact:
Karen McKenzie (k.mckenzie@northumbria.ac.uk) 

Spittal Of The Past
  
Some interesting photographs showing the 
wartime defences at Spittal Point showed up 
recently on the Forgotten Berwick Facebook group. 
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Spittal Calendars on Sale Now 

Looking for a Christmas present idea? 
Why not pick up one of our 2026 calendars 
which are on sale now at Spittal Food Store 
on the Main Street or at Geo. C Grieve 
Stationers in the town centre at Church Street. 
Two options are available - Old Spittal and 
Spittal Views

Christmas Fair November 6th

Hilda House Community Annual 
Gathering 15th November 

Upcoming Events from Waypoint 
Church 

Alpha Course will be taking place from 7pm 
to 9pm on Tuesdays from 18th November, 
and weekly there on, in Repas7, West Street, 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1AS. Meet new 
people and explore the Christian faith together. 
Youth also meet on Fridays before IGNITE. 
The next Youth get together will be on Friday 
7th November from 5pm to 6:45pm. This 
takes place in the Spittal Community Hall, 
Middle Street, Spittal, TD15 1RZ.
IGNITEIGNITE is about seeing young people and  is about seeing young people and 
adults together becoming ignited by God’s adults together becoming ignited by God’s 
presence, ignited by the purpose for which God presence, ignited by the purpose for which God 
has created them, and ignited with God’s power has created them, and ignited with God’s power 
to rebuild nations Jesus’ way. It is a place for to rebuild nations Jesus’ way. It is a place for 
growth where young people and adults cannot growth where young people and adults cannot 
only engage in passionate praise and worship only engage in passionate praise and worship 
but also be trained and released into different but also be trained and released into different 
areas of ministry. The next IGNITE is on areas of ministry. The next IGNITE is on Friday Friday 
7th November at 7pm7th November at 7pm, and monthly there on, , and monthly there on, 
in the Spittal Community Centre.in the Spittal Community Centre.



SIT Contacts:   
Chair: Mau Watkins – 07748 076527                          Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409       
mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk                                       mikegreener84@gmail.com
                                                   
If you, or someone you know, would like to receive ‘THE POINT’ monthly by email let us 
know by emailing  mikegreener84@gmail.com.
To avoid disappointment, please note that the deadline for the December 2025 issue is November 
18th.
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Panto Tickets Now On Sale

Spittal Variety Group are absolutely delighted 
to announce their 2026 pantomime production
“Hansel and Gretel” 
This timeless classic captures the traditional 
fairytale but with a twist! Brought to life with 
spectacular numbers, unusual comedy 
routines and of course, their incredible cast. 
The show is filled with magic, laughter, 
and unforgettable moments. Show runs 
January 21st to 25th. Get your tickets at 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/
berwick-upon-tweed/haven-berwick-holiday-
park/hansel-and-gretel/e-gpoaqr
                                                

Tai Chi Update

In January 2026, Berwick Tai Chi is going 
to start a Seated Tai Chi group at Spittal 
Community Centre, designed for members with 
less nimble legs and wish to gain the health 
benefits of practising this ancient Chinese Art. 
The one hour sessions will  include exercises 
to improve balance and finish with a relaxed 
breathing exercise, listening to calm traditional 
Indian music.

If you are interested, please contact Pete by 
emailing berwicktaichi@gmail.com for more 
details and to reserve a place

Dates for your diary
Thursday 6th November - Christmas Fair at St 
John’s Church 6pm - 8pm
Saturday 22nd November - Indoor Table Top 
Sale 10am - 1pm at Middle Street Hall
Saturday 6th December - Christmas Coffee 
Morning 10am - Noon at Middle Street Hall
Sunday 7th December - Berwick Concert Band 
Christmas Concert  at St John’s Church 3pm
Wednesday 17th December  - Guitar Concert 
in Spittal Community Centre 7pm - 10pm

Spittal Improvement Trust Online

SIT Website - spittal.org.uk
Spittal Community Centre Website
https://hallbookingonline.com/spittal/
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/spittalisgreat/
Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/spittalisgreat/
Twitter/X
https://www.x.com/spittalisgreat/
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